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God's present gospel stablished in this realm,

The murderer lives now twice absolved of blood

And has by voice of prelates and of earls

The assize allowed for good that purged him first,

And shall be loosened of his marriage bond

That twelve months since was tied ? his brother-in-law

Shall have again his forfeit lands, and see

His sister from her married bed thrust out,

And stir no finger \ then without more stay

Who sees not where the adulterer's foot shall rlimb

And by what head his own be pillowed ? nay,

These papers hung against our walls by night

Are tongues that prophesy but truth; ye saw

That likeness of a hare enringed with swords

And of a mermaid crowned with burning eyes

Who drove the hounds off with a two-thonged scourge

That coursed him trembling ; and her hand indeed

Is found not slow to smite; a law now lives

Denouncing on his head no less than death

Who shall set up, or seeing shall pluck not down,

Such placards writ: the first soe'er who finds

And leaves the writing that defames her friend

To pass among the people, at her will

Shall lie in bonds; but if this brand herself,

Then must the man that spared it or that set

Die; so the fire-eyed queen of shipwreck sings

Death in their ears who sail this dangerous sea

Whereon the ship reels of our staggering state,

And with the flame shot from her eyes puts out

The light of theirs that were as lightnings turned